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FUNERAL  SERMON. 


GENESIS  xliii.  14. 
Ifl  be  bereaved  of  my  children,  I  am  bereaved. 


These  were  the  words  of  Israel,  when  about  to 
send  his  beloved  son  Benjamin  down  to  Egypt.  Jo- 
seph, his  darling  child,  he  supposed  to  be  dead. 
Simeon,  another  of  his  sons,  was  confined  in  Egypt, 
as  a  hostage.  And  he  greatly  feared,  that  neither 
Simeon  nor  Benjamin,  would  ever  return.  His  pa- 
rental heart  was  deeply  affected  ;  the  prospect  before 
him  appeared  dark  ;  in  imagination,  he  had  buried 
three  of  his  children  ;  and  he  felt  as  if  the  unexpect- 
ed and  heavy  affliction  would  bring  down  his  grey 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 

His  words,  on  the  trying  occasion,  are  very  natur- 
al and  expressive  :  "  If  I  be  bereaved  of  my  chil- 
dren, I  am  bereaved."  To  have  his  beloved  chil- 
dren prematurely  taken  from  him,  he  felt  to  be  a 
very  sore  and  painful  bereavement.  In  comparison 
with  this,  other  Josses  seemed  scarcely  to  deserve  the 
name.  Whatever  else  might  be  taken  from  him,  if 
his  children  had  been  spared,  he  would  hardly  have 
thought  himself  bereaved  at  all.  But,  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  his  children,  this  was  a  loss  indeed.  {1  If  I  be 
bereaved  of  my  children,  lam  bereaved."  The  feel- 
ings of  the  sorrowful,  desponding  patriarch,  suggest- 
ed to  him,  what  is  universally  true  :    that  the  death 


of  children,  is  one  of  the  heaviest  bereavements,  that 
mankind  ever  experience. 

Little  need  be  said,  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
servation It  has  the  assent  of  every  wounded,  pa- 
rental heart.  But,  while  it  would  be  useless  to  at- 
tempt the  proof  of  a  proposition  so  nearly  self  evi- 
dent ;  it  may  be  proper  and  profitable,  to  give  a  brief 
illustration  of  it.  This,  with  a  few  reflections  and  a 
word  of  exhortation,  will  occupy  the  remainder  of 
the  discourse. 

There  are,  more  especially,  three  respects,  in  which 
the  death  of  children  is  one  of  the  heaviest  of  be- 
reavements. It  is  one  of  the  most  painful  crosses, 
which  mankind  ever  have  to  bear  :  It  is  one  of  the 
greatest  losses,  ever  sustained  in  this  world  :  And,  it 
is  one  of  the  most  grievous  disappointments,  which 
mankind  ever  experience. 

1.  The  death  of  children,  is  one  of  the  most  pain- 
ful crosses,  which  mankind  ever  have  to  bear.  The 
affection  of  parents  for  their  children,  is  one  of  the 
tenderest,  and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  strongest 
of  the  natural  affections.  It  commences  with  their 
birth,  '  grows  with  their  growth,  and  strengthens 
with  their  strength.'  Natural  affection,  like  a  fluid, 
descends  much  more  readily  than  it  ascends.  The 
affection  of  parents  for  their  children,  is  more  ardent 
and  more  durable,  than  the  affection  of  children  for 
their  parents.  Hence,  the  death  of  children  is  a 
more  painful  affliction,  than  the  death  of  a  parent. 
The  constant  attention,  which  children  require  in  the 
helpless  season  of  infancy  ;  and  the  watchful  care, 
which  they  need,  in  the  giddy  season  of  childhood, 
tend  greatly  to  increase  and  strengthen  the  natural 
affection  of  their  parents  for  them,     "W hutever  much 


occupies  the  thoughts  and  deeply  engages  the  atten- 
tion, naturally  excites  and  engrosses  the  affections. 
Parents  must  have  trodden  the  devious  paths  of  vice 
and  crime,  until  every  tender  sensibility  of  the  soul 
is  dead  within  them,  and  until,  in  the  expressive  lan- 
guage of  the  apostle,  they  have  become  "as  natural 
brute  beasts."  before  they  can  cease  to  feel  the  same 
affection  for  their  children,  as  for  their  own  flesh. 

Children  being  thus  bound  to  their  parents,  by  a 
thousand  ligaments,  whatever  causes  them  distress, 
darts  pain  to  the  parental  heart.  To  see  our  child- 
ren suffer,  without  the  power  to  relieve  them,  causes 
anguish  inexpressible.  And,  when  they  sicken  and 
die,  the  hearts  of  their  parents  bleed  at  every  pore. 
The  death  of  children  is  one  of  the  heaviest  bereave- 
ments, as  it  is  one  of  the  most  wounding  and  cross- 
ing to  the  natural  affections. 

2.  The  death  of  children  is  one  of  the  greatest 
Imes  ever  sustained  in  this  world.  Parents  are  prone 
to  consider  their  children  as  their  property.  And, 
there  is  nothing  which  they  possess,  upon  which  they 
set  so  high  a  value.  There  is  nothing,  which  they 
call  their  own,  with  which  they  are  so  unwilling  to 
part,  as  with  their  children.  To  keep  or  to  redeem 
their  children,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  give  up  houses 
and  lands  ;  yea,  all  that  they  possess.  Indeed,  nu- 
merous instances  are  recorded,  in  which  parents  have 
been  willing  to  sacrifice  their  own  lives,  to  preserve 
the  lives  of  their  children.  David  affords  a  striking 
instance  on  sacred  record.  He  expressed  an  ardent 
wish,  that  he  had  been  permitted  to  die  in  the  stead 
of  his  ungrateful,  but  beautiful  son,  Absalom.  "  And 
the  king  said  unto  Cushi,  is  the  young  man  Absa- 
lom safe  ?  And  Cusln  answered,  the  enemies  of  my 
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lord  the  king,  and  all  that  rise  against  thee  to  do 
thee  hurt,  be  as  that  young  man  now  is.  And  the 
king  was  much  moved,  and  went  up  to  the  chamber 
over  the  gate,  and  wept ;  and  as  he  went,  thus  he 
said,  O  my  son  Absalom !  my  son,  my  son  Absa- 
lom !  Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Absa- 
lom, my  son,  my  son !"  II.  Sam,  xviii.  32,  33. 

Since  parents  thus  regard  their  children  as  their 
property,  and  set  such  a  high  value  upon  them  ; 
when  they  are  taken  from  them  by  death,  they  feel 
a  most  painful  sense  of  the  loss  they  have  sustained. 
To  be  stripped  of  all  their  worldly  substance,  how- 
ever great,  appears  a  trifling  loss,  compared  with  the 
loss  of  one's  children.  This  was  experienced  by 
God's  antient  servant  Job.  Though  astonished,  no 
doubt,  and  disheartened  at  the  tidings  of  the  first, 
second  and  third  messengers,  who  informed  him  of 
the  sudden  loss  of  his  flocks,  his  herds  and  his  ser- 
vants, of  all  his  great  possessions  ;  yet,  it  seems,  his 
spirit  sustained  him.  But  when  the  fourth  messen- 
ger related  the  circumstances  of  the  instantaneous 
and  awful  death  of  all  his  children,  though  still  sub- 
missive, he  rent  his  mantle,  and  fell  down  upon  the 
ground.     This  crowned  the  climax  of  his  afflictions. 

In  the  death  of  their  children,  parents  sustain  a 
loss,  which  no  earthly  treasure  can  repair  ;  one  of  the 
greatest  losses  ever  sustained  in  this  world ;  which 
renders  this  one  of  the  heaviest  bereavements,  which 
they  ever  experience. 

3.  The  death  of  children  occasions  one  of  the 
most  grievous  d:sappoin:men?s,  with  which  men  ever 
meet.  As  parents  set  their  hearts,  so  they  place  their 
hopes  upon  their  children.  Parents,  generally,  cher- 
ish the  fond  hope,  that  their  children  will  live  to  bear 


their  names,  to  inherit  their  substance,  to  sustain  and 
comfort  them  in  the  decline  of  life,  to  fill  their  places 
on  the  stage  of  action,  and  to  become  respectable  in 
the  world.  And,  when  these  hopes  are  realized, 
parents  feel  themselves  amply  rewarded  for  all  the 
care  and  labour  and  expense  which  they  have  be- 
stowed upon  their  children.  But,  all  these  airy  hopes 
are  dashed  by  death.  When,  instead  of  being  fol- 
lowed by  their  weeping  children,  they  are  called  to 
follow  them  sorrowing  to  the  grave,  and  know,  for 
certainty,  that  they  shall  not  see  their  f^ces  again,  till 
the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  can  realize  more  sen- 
sibly than  on  almost  any  other  occasion,  the  solemn 
import  of  these  words  of  the  deeply  afflicted  Job,  in 
his  address  to  God :  "  Thou  destroyest  the  hope  of 
man." 

As  the  death  of  children  occasions  one  of  the  most 
grievous  disappointments,  which  mankind  ever  c  x- 
perience ;  so  it  is  one  of  the  heaviest  bereavements 
which  they  ever  sustain. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  This  world  is  called,  with  propriety >  "  a  vale 
of  tears."  As  the  loss  of  children  is  one  of  the 
heaviest  bereavements,  so  it  is  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quent. This  is,  indeed,  a  bereavement,  from  which 
but  few  parents,  comparatively,  are  exempt.  It  is 
a  rare  thing,  to  find  a  family,  of  any  considerable 
magnitude,  in  which  a  breach  has  not  been  made. 
Not  many  parents,  who  have  h  id  any  considerable 
number  of  children,  have  had  the  happiness  to  see 
them  all  arrive  to  maturity.  "  Man  that  is  bom  of 
a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble.  He 
cometh  forth  like  a  flower,   and  is  cut  down :  he 


3 

"iiecth  also  as  a  shadow,  and  continueth  not."  What 
multitudes  die  in  infancy  and  childhood !  It  is 
thought,  that  not  more  than  half  the  human  race  sur- 
vive the  age  of  twelve  years.  As  thousands,  every 
day,  come  forth  to  life,  like  vernal  flowers,  so  thou- 
sands, every  day,  are  struck  by  the  wintry  blast  of 
death.  The  mortality  amongst  children  and  youth, 
is  vastly  greater  than  amongst  those  who  have  passed 
the  meridian  of  life.  This  causes  one  of  the  sorest 
kinds  of  bereavement,  to  be,  by  far,  one  of  the  most- 
frequent.  In  every  place,  as  well  as  in  Rama,  is  '  there 
a  voice  continually  heard,  lamentation,  and  weeping, 
and  great  mourning,  for  children  that  are  not.' 
This  world  resembles  Egypt,  on  that  doleful  nighty 
when  all  .the  first  born  were  smitten,  and  there  was 
not  a  house  exempt  from  death,  from  bereavement  and 
sorrow.  Thus  God  is  constantly  admonishing;  men 
of  their  mortality,  and  teaching  the  youngest,  as  well 
as  the  oldest,  to  live  as  dying  creatures. 

2.  Those  parents,  whose  children  are  all  spared 
to  them,  have  peculiar  reason  to  be  thankful.  They 
enjoy  a  peculiar  favour,  which  ought  to  be  devoutly 
acknowledged.  It  is  owing  to  the  sovereign  good- 
ness of  God,  for  which  they  can  assign  no  reason, 
that  their  children  are  in  health,  while  those  of  other 
parents,  not  more  ill-deserving  than  they,  languish 
on  beds  of  sickness  and  distress  ;  that  their  children 
live,  while  those  of  others  are  taken  from  them  in  the 
bloom  of  life.  In  proportion  to  the  greatness  and 
frequency  of  the  affliction  from  which  they  are  ex- 
empted,  is  the  magnitude  and  strength  of  their  obli- 
gation to  be  thankful,  and  to  bless  and  serve  the 
Lord,  of  whose  tender  mercy  it  is,  that  they  and 
their  dear  offspring  are  not  consumed. 


3.  The  death  of  children  is  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  effectual  trials,  through  which  men  ever  pass, 
in  this  probationary  state.  All  afflictions  are  trials'. 
As  they  deeply  affect  the  minds  and  impress  the 
hearts  of  men,  so  they  have  great  influence,  both  in 
forming  and  exhibiting  their  characters.  Afflictions 
give  men  occasion  to  exercise  either  their  best,  or 
their  worst  affections ;  to  exhibit  their  character,  ei- 
ther in  the  most  amiable,  or  the  most  odious  light. 

"  Affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust ;  neither 
doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground."  It  is  God, 
who  wounds  and  heals  ;  who  kills  and  makes  alive. 
And,  when'  he  afflicts  the  children  of  men,  '  he  per- 
formeth  the  thing  appointed  for  them*'  The  hand 
and  counsel  of  God  are  concerned  in  every  uffliction. 
This  the  afflicted  may  believe,  or  disbelieve  ;  and  so 
receive  or  reject  the  word  of  God.  If  they  believe 
that  their  affliction  comes  from  God,  they  have  op- 
portunity for  the  direct  and  sensible  exercise  of  ei- 
ther submission  or  opposition,  love  or  hatred.  It  is 
a  divine  command,  "  In  the  d  y  of  adversity,  con- 
sider." The  afflicted  may  obey  this  command,  or 
remain  stupid  and  thoughtless.  It  is  a  divine  com- 
mand, '*  Submit  yourselves  to  God."  The  afflicted 
may  obey  this  command,  or  their  hearts  may  rise  in 
enmity  against  him,  who  has  laid  his  hand  heavily 
upon  them.  It  is  a  divine  direction,  "  Is  any  afflict- 
ed, let  him  pray."  The  afflicted  may  follow  this 
direction,  or  cast  off  fear  and  restrain  ptayer  before 
God.  Men  are  required,  "In 'every  thing,  to  give 
thanks."  The  afflicted  may  obey  this  requirement, 
or,  instead  of  thanking  God  for  the  mercies  they  have 
left,  may  murmur  against  God  for  taking  some 
away. 
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As  all  afflictions  are  trials,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
greatest  afflictions  must  ever  be  the  greatest  and 
most  effectual  trials.  Mankind  can  hardly  be  tried 
more  thoroughly,  than  they  are,  when  burying  their 
beloved  children.  This  is  a  fiery  trials  which  will 
either  bow  them,  in  humble  submission,  at  the  feet 
of  divine  sovereignty,  or  greatly  harden  their  hearts 
and  increase  their  enmity  against  God.  But  few  per- 
sons are  in  a  more  interesting  and  critical  situation, 
than  those  who  are  following  the  remains  of  their 
dear  deceased  children,  to  the  house  appointed  for 
all  living. 

4.  Parents  may  receive  greater  spiritual  benefit 
from  the  loss  of  their  children,  than  from  almost  any 
other  affliction.  Afflictions  are  designed,  not  only 
to  try  men,  but  also  to  correct  and  chastize  them. 
In  every  affliction,  there  is  an  expression  of  the  holy 
displeasure  of  God  against  sin.  God  has  promised 
to  correct  the  disobedience  of  his  people,  with  the 
rod  of  affliction.  Hence  David  said,  "  I  know  that 
in  faithfulness  thou  hast  afflicted  me*,"  God  always 
corrects  his  spiritual  children  for  their  good.  And 
correction  always  has  this  desirable  effect  upon  them. 
They  humble  themselves  under  his  mighty  hand. 
They  turn  at  his  rebukes.  The  more  severely  he 
corrects  them,  the  more  they  love  him,  the  more  sor- 
ry they  are  for  their  sins  against  him,  and  the  more 
entirely  they  devote  themselves  to  him.  Since^ 
therefore,  the  death  of  children,  is  one  of  the  heaviest 
bereavements  and  severest  corrections,  with  which 
God  ever  visits  pious  parents  ;  there  is  scarcely  any 
other,  which  more  effectually  and  thoroughly  hum* 
bles,  reforms  and  sanctifies  them. 
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The  ungodly,  it  is  true,  are  not  so.  Continuing 
as  they  are,  they  will  sustain  incalculable  injury  from 
all  the  afflictions  and  all  the  mercies,  with  which  they 
are  visited.  But,  if  they  will  cease  to  strive  with 
their  Maimer,  and  will  humble  themselves  in  their 
afflictions  ;  they  too  shall  have  equal  cause  to  say, 
with  God's  antient  servant,  *  It  is  good  for  me  that 
I  have  been  afflicted  ;  that  I  might  learn  thy  statutes. 
Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray ;  but  now  have 
I  kept  thy  word." 

5.  It  greatly  concerns  all  parents  to  acquaint  them- 
selves with  God,  and  to  believe  and  obey  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  Without  this,  they  are  unqualified  to  do 
their  duty  to  their  children,  whiie  they  live.  How 
can  they,  by  precept  and  example,  lead  their  charge 
in  the  way  they  should  go,  while  they  refuse  to  walk 
in  it  themselves  ?  Can  they  be  expected  to  teach 
their  children  what  they  either  disbelieve  themselves, 
or  do  not  love  ?  Will  they  endeavour  to  bring  their 
children  to  Christ,  when  they  will  not  come  unto 
him  themselves,  that  they  may  have  life  ?  Will  they 
pray  for  their  children,  when  they  have  no  heart  to 
pray  for  themselves  ? 

But,  their  children  are  mortal.  They  are  liable, 
every  day,  to  be  bereaved  of  them.  And  this,  should 
they  experience  it,  will  be  a  sore  bereavement.  It 
will  pierce  and  try  their  hearts.  How  will  they  sup- 
port the  affliction,  without  a  heart  reconciled  to  God  ? 
It  must  be  dreadful  for  irreligious  parents,  not  en- 
tirely hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  to 
part  with  their  children,  for  whose  everlasting  wel- 
fare they  have  done  nothing,  and  much  worse  M$/ 
nothing ;  an4  who  feel  no  submission  to  the 
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God  m  their  death.  But,  if  the  parting  with  them 
be  dreadful,  what  will  the  meeting  with  them  be,  at 
the  bar  of  Christ ! 

6.  Parents,  when  bereaved  of  their  children,  need 
the  sympathy,  condolence,  and  prayers  of  their 
iriends  and  acquaintance.  Their  bereavement  is 
heavy.  Well  may  they  exclaim,  each  one,  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  soul,  <k  Have  pity  upon  me,  have 
pity  upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends  ;  for  the  hand  of 
God  hath  troubled  me."  If  it  be  ever  our  duty  to 
weep  with  them  that  weep,  it  is  peculiarly  our  duty 
to  sympathize  with  those  parents,  who  are  mourning 
for  their  beloved  children,  consigned  to  an  untimely 
grave. 

When  Israel  spake  the  words  of  our  text,  he  ap- 
prehended the  loss  of  three  of  his  children ;  they 
were,  however,  all  alive.  But  the  mourning  parents, 
on  this  affecting  occasion,  have  actually  sustained 
the  loss  of  three  promising  Children,  in  less  than  the 
space  of  three  weeks.  Two  amiable  daughters  have 
already  been  committed  to  dust.  This  dav,  their  lit* 
tie  son  is  to  be  laid  by  their  side.  Their  bereave- 
ment is  real;  and  it  is  heavy.  May  He,  who  hath 
wounded  their  hearts,  heal  them  with  the  consola- 
tions of  his  Spirit.  They  have  now  a  peculiar  op- 
portunity to  exercise  and  express  unconditional  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  God.  They  have  witnessed  a 
striking  and  awful  display  of  his  sovereignty.  One 
has  been  taken  and  another  left,  without  any  dis- 
cernible order.  God  sees  wise  and  good  reasons  for 
all  he  has  done  under  this  roof.  May  this  consid- 
eration satisfy  them.  "  I  was  dumb,  said  David,  I 
opened  not  my  mouth,  because  thou  didst  it."  May 
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they  be  enabled  tp  imitate  the  faith  of  Abraham, 
who  withheld  not  his  only  son  from  God  ;  the  trust 
and  confidence  of  the  Shunamitess,  who,  when  her 
only  child  lay  a  corpse  in  her  house,  said,  **  l£  is 
well;*'  and  the  submission  of  Job,  who,  when  be- 
reft of  all  his  seven  children  with  a  stroke,  exclaim- 
ed, "  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  a^vay ; 
blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

The  surviving  brothers  and  sisters  must  look  Ufh 
on  themselves  as  monuments  of  sparing  mercy.  The 
Lord  teach  them  to  profit  by  the  scene  of  affliction 
through  which  they  have  passed,  God  hatJk  spoken 
once;  yea,  twice  ;  yea,  thrice  J  And,  will:  they  no* 
regard  it !  May  they  turn  unto  Him,  who  hath  smit- 
ten them,  give  Him  their  hearts,  and  seek  Him  early, 
that  they  may  find  Him  and  enjoy  Him  for  ever. 

May  this  numerous  and  respected  circle  of  mourn- 
ing relatives  and  friends,  find  it  good  to  have  come 
hither.  May  they  all  lay  to  heart  what  God  hath 
wrought,  in  this  afflicted  family;  and  feel  the  im- 
portance of  setting  their  own  houses  in  order  for  sick- 
ness and  death ;  and  their  souls  for  judgment  and 
eternity. 

Let  those  present,  who  are  parents,  prepare  to  part 
with  their  children.  This  is  a  dying  world.  Parents 
must  expect,  that,  if  they  should  not  be  deprived  of 
the  residue  of  their  own  years,  to  foilow  some  of 
their  children,  to  the  grave.  Let  them  m  ke  due 
preparation  for  such  a  trying  day.  Let  them  devote 
their  children  to  Him,  from  whom  they  received 
them.  Ltc  them  teach  and  admonish  them,  converse 
with  them,  and  live  before  them,  and  pray  for  them, 
as  they  have  reason  to  think  they  will  see  it  right  and 
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speedful  to  have  done,  when  called  to  bid  them  si 
final  adieu. 

And  let  children  prepare  to  leave  their  parents.  If 
they  still  have  parents,  they  cannot  long  enjoy  their 
protection,  counsel  and  care.  Let  them  obey  their 
parents  in  the  Lord,  while  continued  with  them. 
They  expect  their  parents  will  go  before  them  into 
eternity.  It  may  be  so.  But,  the  probability  is^ 
that  some  of  them  will  go  before  their  parents.  Child- 
hood and  youth  are  vanity.  None  are  too  young  to 
die.  O,  let  none  boast  themselves  of  to-morrow. 
"  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time  :  Behold,  now  'n 
the  day  of  salvation." 

AMEN. 
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HEBREWS    XTI.    5. 

• Despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou 

art  rebuked  of  him. 

Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards. 
But  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust,  neither 
doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground.  God  gov- 
erns the  world  and  orders  all  events  that  take 
place,  both  good  and  evil,  joyous  and  grievous. 
His  hand  and  counsel,  his  agency  and  will,  are  con- 
cerned in  every  affliction,  with  which  the  children 
of  men  are  visited.  There  is  not  evil  in  a  city,  and 
the  Lord  hath  not  done  it.  God  himself  says,  I 
wound  and  heal ;  I  kill  and  make  alive.  Good  men, 
in  all  ages,  have  acknowledged  the  agency  and  pur- 
pose of  God  in  their  affliction.  Thou  didst  it^  said 
David  to  God,  in  his  affliction.  Job  said,  He  per- 
formeth  the  thing  that  is  appointed  for  me.  Behold,  He 
taketh  away — The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  airay.  God  exercises  his  absolute  sovereign- 
ty in  afflicting  and  bereaving  mankind.  Though 
He  always  has  good  reasons,  in  his  own  mind,  for 
afflicting  one  and  prospering  another  j  yet  He  gen- 


erallj  conceals  those  reasons,  for  the  present,  in 
his  own  breast.  Whether,  bj  any  particular  in- 
stance of  affliction,  He  intends  to  benefit  the  afflict- 
ed, or  others ;  whether,  by  any  particular  instance 
of  bereavement,  He  intends  to  promote  the  good  of 
the  dead,  or  the  living ;  we  cannot  tell.  But, 
though  we  cannot  ascertain  the  final  cause,  or  the 
good  end  to  be  ultimately  answered  by  any  afflic- 
tion ;  yet  we  may  ascertain  the  procuring  cause  of 
all  the  afflictions,  which  mankind  endure.  Our 
•sins  are  always  the  procuring  cause  of  all  our  afflic- 
tions. If  men  were  not  sinful  creatures,  they 
would  never  experience  either  pain  or  sickness,  or 
sorrow,  or  death.  Mankind  have  incurred  the 
righteous  displeasure  of  their  Creator,  by  their 
sins.., .  Hence,  God  displays  his  holy  hatred  of  sin, 
and  anger  against  sinners,  in  every  affliction,  with 
which  He  visits  any  of  our  race.  Though  the  af- 
flictions of  this  life,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the 
proper  and  adequate  punishment  of  sin ;  yet  they 
should  be  considered  as  expressions  of  God's  dis- 
pleasure with  sinners.  Whenever  any  of  our  guil- 
ty race,  are  visited,  in  divine  Providence,  with  af- 
fliction ;  they  ought  to  view  themselves  as  chastened 
and  rebuked  of  the  Lord." 

When  thus  chastened  and  rebuked,  mankind  are 
prone,  through  the  depravity  of  their  hearts,  to  run 
into  one  or  the  other  of  two  opposite  extremes ; 
both  of  which  are  unreasonable  and  criminal:  the 
one  may  be  called,  insensibility ;  the  other,  dejcc* 
(ion. 

Some  are  insensible,  stupid  and  unfeeling,  under 


the  correcting  hand  of  God.  They  have,  perhaps, 
become  so  hardened  in  sin,  as  to  have  stifled,  in  a 
great  measure,  those  natural  affections,  which  the 
-Author  of  our  being  has  implanted  in  the  human 
breast,  for  near  relatives  and  friends.  Perhaps 
they  are  so  full  of  unbelief  and  atheism,  owing  to 
the  blindness  of  their  hearts,  as  to  overlook  the 
hand  and  decree  of  God  in  their  affliction,  and  to 
attribute  it  to  blind  chance,  or  unmeaning  fate.— 
Or,  if  they  believe  in  Divine  Providence,  they  may 
feel  too  self-righteous  to  view  themselves  as  ob- 
jects of  God's  displeasure,  or  too  proud  to  humble 
themselves  under  his  mighty  hand,  or  too  obstinate 
to  bend  beneath  the  stroke  of  his  rod.  But,  from 
whatever  source  their  insensibility  may  arise,  it  is 
altogether  unreasonable  and  criminal.  It  is  de- 
spising the  chastening  of  the  Lord.  It  arises  from 
an  unholy  heart,  from  the  carnal  mind,  which  is 
enmity  against  God.  It  is  inhuman  for  men  to  di- 
vest themselves  of  the  natural  affections,  which  are 
designed  to  prompt  them  to  benevolent  actions. 
When  God  chastens  them,  they  ought  to  be  afflict, 
ed  and  mourn.  The  consideration,  that  the  holy 
God,  who  loveth  righteousness  and  hateth  iniquity, 
is  offended  with  them,  and  expressing  his  displeas- 
ure against  them,  should  fill  their  hearts  with  grief, 
and  humble  their  souls  in  the  dust.  It  would  give 
great  offence  to  an  earthly  parent,  should  his  child 
stand  insensible  and  sullen  under  the  rod  of  cor- 
rection :  and  must  it  not  give  greater  offence  to 
God,  when  his  dependant  creatures,  who  ought 
both  to  love  and  fear  Him,  remain  stupid  and  un- 


feeling  under  his  rebukes?  They  should  hear 
both  the  rod  and  Him  who  hath  appointed  it.  They 
should  search  their  hearts  and  lives,  and  inquire 
wherefore  God  is  contending  with  them.  They 
should  justify  Him,  and  condemn  themselves  ;  and, 
in  the  language  of  David,  say  "  He  hath  not  diealt 
by  us  after  our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us  according  to 
our  iniquities."  Like  afflicted  Job,  they  should 
abhor  themselves,  and  repent,  as  in  dust  and  ashes. 
Butj  if  the  extreme  of  insensibility  be  criminal; 
so  is  that  of  dejection.  Though  men  are  in  but  little 
danger  of  feeling  too  much,  under  the  correcting 
hand  of  God  ;  yet  they  are  in  great  danger  of  feel- 
ing wrong,  and  of  being  led,  by  their  unsanctified 
feelings  and  passions,  into  a  state  of  mind  and 
course  of  conduct,  extremely  injurious  to  themselves, 
and  offensive  to  God.  ft  is  not  uncommon  for  the 
afflicted  to  let  their  sorrows  aggravate  their  loss  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  overlook,  or  undervalue 
the  favours  and  mercies,  which  they  still  enjoy. 
They  are  so  much  grieved  and  hurt  With  the  loss 
of  what  is  taken  away,  as  to  be  unthankful  for  what 
is  left.  They  often  indulge  painful  reflections  upon 
the  cause  which  produced, the  circumstances  which 
attended  and  the  means  which  might  have  prevent- 
ed, their  affliction ;  without  considering,  that  God 
takes  away,  and  none  can  hinder  Him ;  that  He 
deals  out  affliction,  in  weight  and  measure,  as  He 
sees  need  ;  .that  he  never  inflicts  a  heavier  stroke 
than  He  always  intended  ;  and  that  the  time  and 
manner,  the  means  and  circumstances,  the  allevia- 
tions  and    aggravations   of    every    affliction,   take 


place  according  to  his  determinate  counsel  and 
foreknowledge,  who  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will.  In  their  despondency,  the 
afflicted  arc  prone  to  look  on  the  dark  side,  and 
to  saj,  within  themselves,  If  things  had  been  order- 
ed differently,  they  might  have  acquiesced  ;  but,  as 
it  is,  their  burden  is  intolerable.  As  they  feel  their 
own  affliction  more  sensibly  than  that  of  others, 
they  conclude,  that  there  is  no  sorrow  like  their 
sorrow.  They  refuse  to  be  comforted.  They  will 
not  listen  to  the  motives,  nor  use  the  means  of  con- 
solation. They  resolve,  as  Jacob  did,  in  the  bit- 
terness of  his  grief,  when  viewing  the  coat  of>his 
beloved  Joseph,  "  I  will  go  down  to  the  grave  with 
my  son,  mourning."  And  thus  they  have  some- 
times given  themselves  up  to  inconsolable  sorrow, 
until  they  have  broken  their  hearts,  and  ended  their 
days. 

But,  it  is  wrong  and  criminal,  thus  to  faint  under 
Divine  chastening  and  rebuke.  It  is  wrong  for  the 
afflicted  to  imagine,  that  circumstances  might  have 
been  otherwise  than  they  have  taken  place.  God's 
counsel  must  stand,  and  he  will  do  all  his  pleasure. 
It  is  wrong  ibr  the  afflicted  to  wish,  that  events  had 
taken  place  otherwise  than  they  have  ;  for,  in  all 
past  events,  the  infinitely  wise  and  holy  will  of 
God  has  been  done  ;  and  who  shall  say  unto  Him, 
What  doest  Thou  ?  To  be  sorry,  all  things  con- 
sidered, that  God's  will  has  been  done,  is  the  sin 
of  rebellion.  It  is  as  reasonable  to  be  reconciled 
to  God's  will  with  respect  to  what  is  past,  as  with 
respect  to  what  is  future.     He,  who  says,  There  is 


no  sorrow  like  my  sorrow,  does  not  duly  consider- 
what  varied  forms  of  misery,  what  tortures  of  body 
and  agonies  of  mind,  are  endured  by  his  fellow- 
sinners,  under  the  chastening  hand  of  the  Almighty. 
God  calls  upon  all  the  afflicted  to  exercise  uncon- 
ditional submission  to  his  sovereign  will :  "  Be  still, 
and  know  that  I  am  God.'7  At  the  same  time,  God 
opens  to  the  afflicted,  in  his  holy  word,  an  unfailing 
fountain  of  consolation.  He  there  teaches  them, 
that  He  does  not  willingly  afflict  and  grieve  them  ; 
and  that  He  does  it,  only  when  his  own  glory  and 
the  greatest  good  of  the  universe  require  it.  If 
the  afflicted  believe  this,  and  also  love  God  and  feel 
truly  benevolent ;  how  can  they  be  inconsolable  r 
When  men  believe,  that  God  does  all  things  well, 
and  feel  his  love  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  they 
cannot  fail  to  rejoice,  even  in  tribulation.  Besides, 
God  has  made  great  and  precious  promises  to  the 
afflicted,  in  case  they  exercise  a  filial,  submissive 
spirit,  and  humble  themselves  as  they  ought,  under 
his  mighty  hand.  "  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof;  be- 
hold, I  will  pour  out  my  spirit  upon  you,  I  will 
make  known  my  words  unto  you.  Cast  thy  burden 
upon  the  Lord,  and  He  shall  sustain  thee.  Call 
upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  I  will  deliver  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  glorify  me.  All  things  shall  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God.  Humble 
yourselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that  He 
may  exalt  you  in  due  time."  These  promises  will 
be  fulfilled  to  all  the  afflicted,  who  comply  with  the 
conditions,  upon  which  they  are  made.  If  they 
submit,  Gcd  will  support  and  comfort  them,    if  they 


turn  unto  God,  with  penitent  hearts,  He  will  pardon 
them  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and  remem- 
ber their  sins  and  their  iniquities  no  more.  If  they 
call  upon  his  name,  through  the  appointed  Mediator, 
God  will  hear,  and  answer,  and  do  what  is  best  for 
them,  and  cause  their  present  afflictions  'to  work  out 
for  them  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.' 
To  faint,  therefore,  under  the  Divine  rebukes,  must 
be,  not  only  to  resist  the  will,  but  to  slight  the  mercy 
of  God. 

In  the  light  of  what  has  been  said,  the  Mourners, 
on  this  occasion,  may  see  both  their  duty,  and  their 
danger.  They  are  in  danger,  on  the  one  hand,  of 
despising  the  chastening  of  the  Lord  ;  and  on  the 
other,  of  fainting  under  his  rebukes.  It  is  their  duty 
to  exercise  submission  and  receive  consolation. 

This  bereaved  Family  have,  of  late,  experienced  a 
great  trial  of  affliction.  God  has  laid  his  hand  heav- 
ily upon  them,  and  mingled  for  them  a  bitter  cup. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  by  the  same  fatal 
malady,  one  of  the  united  head  of  this  household;, 
and  three  of  their  children,  have  been  taken  away. 
The  sorely  grieved  and  deeply  afflicted  survivors 
greatly  need  that  consolation,  which  is  connected 
with  unconditional  submission,  and  which  flows  from 
the  fountain  of  Divine  truth.  Their  loss  is  great. 
When  the  cords,  not  only  of  fraternal  and  paternal 
affection,  but  of  filial  and  connubial  love,  are  sever- 
ed, the  heart  must  bleed  and  ache. 

To  the  mourning  solitary  Husband,  it  must  be  a 
painful  thought  indeed,  that  he  will  no  more,  in  this 

world,  see  the  face  of  his  virtuous,  amiable  and  faith-. 
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ful  Consort.  While  he  exclaims,  "  Lover  and  friend 
hast  Thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance 
into  darkness,"  may  he  not  be  left,  either  to  despise 
the  chastening  of  the  Lord,  or  to  faint  under  his  re- 
bukes. Believing  that  it  is  He,  who  doth  not  afflict 
willingly  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men,  that  hath 
taken  away  the  desire  of  his  eyes  with  a  stroke,  may 
he  be  enabled,  silently  and  submissively,  to  acquiesce 
in  his  infinitely  wise  and  benevolent  will.  While 
he  meekly  asks,  wherefore  God  is  contending  with 
him,  may  he  not  presume  to  contend  with  God  ;  but 
may  he  feel  disposed  to  humble  himself  under  his 
mighty  hand  If  like  David,  he  shall  be  able  to  say, 
"  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  because 
Thou  didst  it;"  like  him,  he  will  have  occasion  to 
add,  "It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted." 
If  he  will  cast  his  burden  on  the  Lord,  he  has  a 
promise  of  being  sustained.  If  he  will  call  upon 
God,  in  this  day  of  trouble,  he  has  a  promise  of  be- 
ing answered.  May  he  sorrow  after  a  godly  sort, 
and  be  comforted,  in  all  his  tribulations,  by  those 
consolations  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  which  are  neither 
few  nor  small. 

The  bereaved  children  cannot  be  too  much  affect- 
ed with  the  loss  of  their  tender  and  beloved  Mother, 
who  nurtured  them  in  their  infancy  and  childhood, 
and  who  felt  and  cared  for  them,  as  none  other  did, 
or  could.  But,  while  they  have  cause  to  mourn, 
they  have  no  reason  to  murmur.  That  dispensation 
of  Divine  Providence,  which  has  deprived  them  of 
her  counsel  and  care,  in  their  present  disconsolate 
s*ate,  may  well  appear  dark  and  mysterious;  but 
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hey  ought  not  to  question  either  its  justice,  wisdom, 
or  goodness.  May  they  profit,  both  by  her  life,  and 
by  her  death.  And  since  they  know  not  what  a  day 
may  bring  forth,  may  they  be  sober-minded  and 
choose  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  beginning 
©f  wisdom.  Thus  will  they  do  honour  to  the  mem- 
ory of  their  deceased  Mother,  and  comfort  the  heart 
of  their  sorrowful,  surviving  Parent.  The  hand  of 
Providence  gives  emphasis  to  the  admonition  of 
Scripture  ;  '  Seek  the  Lord,  while  He  may  be  found; 
call  upon  Him,  while  He  is  near.'  May  they  hear 
both  the  rod  and  Him  who  hath  appointed  it. 

The  surviving  Brothers  and  Sister  mourn  for  one, 
who  was  dear  to  them,  and  whom  they  highly  and 
justly  valued.  While  the  recollection  of  her  virtues 
enhances  the  sense  of  their  loss  ;  the  hope  they  have, 
that  she  has  made  a  happy  exchange  of  worlds,  is  an 
alleviation  of  their  sorrows.  Their  departed  Sister 
was  for  some  years,  thoughtful  respecting  her  future 
state,  and  attentive  to  the  one  thing  needful.  Andy 
while  she  expressed  no  hope  herself,  her  christian 
friends  were  not  without  hope  of  her.  In  her  last 
sickness,  she  was  enabled  to  entertain  and  express  a 
hope  in  the  mercy  of  God  through  Christ,  and  said, 
that  she  could  make  the  prayer  of  the  penitent  Pub- 
lican her  own.  If  she  did  so,  we  cannot  doubt,  that 
she  found  mercy,  and  went  up  to  the  house  not  made 
with  hands,  justified  freely  by  grace,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  While,  therefore, 
her  sorrowful  Brothers,  and  only  Sister  comfort  them- 
selves with  these  words,  may  they  hear  the  call  of 
Providence  to  be  also   ready.     They  must  follow 


12 

their  Sister  into  the  world  of  spirits.  They  know  not 
when  the  time  is.  It  may  be  near.  Let  them  awake 
to  righteousness,  and  stand  in  the  posture  of  servants, 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  their  Lord. 

The  Providence,  which  has  called  us  to  the  house 
of  mourning,  this  day,  and  the  subject,  which  we  have 
contemplated  on  the  affecting  occasion,  unitedly  ad- 
monish all  the  sympathizing  Relatives  and  Friends  of 
the  Deceased,  and  all  the  living  here  present,  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  Godj  and  to  be  reconciled  to 
his  holy  and  sovereign  will.  God  afflicts  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  to  advance  his  own  Glory,  and  the 
highest  good  of  the  universe.  And,  whenever  it 
shall  be  necessary  for  these  important  ends,  He  will, 
visit  us  and  others,  with  affliction.  He  will  bereave 
us  of  our  friends,  or  our  friends  of  us,  whenever  He 
may  see  it  best.  It  becomes  us  all,  then,  to  prepare 
for  bereavement  and  death.  And  how  shall  we  be 
able  to  meet  either,  without  a  heart  reconciled  to  God, 
and  good  hope,  through  grace,  in  Christ  Jesus  ?  It  is 
awfully  hazardous,  to  live,  one  day,  out  of  Christ,  and 
at  enmity  with  God.  Let  us,  then,  hear  the  solemn 
voice  of  God's  word  and  providence,  and  set  our  souls 
in  order,  to  bear  affliction  with  submission,  to  meet 
death  with  composure;  and  our  final  Judge  in  peac% 
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